but it is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth
as God lets me see it.
45.    The gravamen, however, of the charges against me is
that "every reference to non-violence in the forecasts of the
forms the movement would take made by Mr. Gandhi and his
Congress disciples and in the post-arrest programmes and in-
structions is nothing more than a pious hope or at best a mild
warning which was known to have no practical value." It is
also described as mere "lip service".
46.    The author gives no proof to show that it (the warn-
ing) "was known to have no practical value". If the references
to non-violence are removed from my writings and my utteran-
ces in order to condemn me and my "Congress disciples", the
removal would be on a par with the omission of 'nots' from
the Commandments   and   quoting   them in support of killing,
stealing etc. The author, in robbing me of the one thing I live
by and live for, robs me of all I possess.   The evidence given
in support of dismissing references to non-violence as "value-
less" mostly consists of innuendoes. "It was to be a struggle^
a fight to the finish in which foreign domination was to be*
ended, cost what it may." In a non-violent struggle the cost
has always to be paid by the fighters in their own blood,  "It
was to be an unarmed revolt, short and swift."  The prefix *un'
in 'unarmed', unless it be regarded as "valueless", gives 'short
and swift' an ennobling meaning.   For, to make the struggle,
'short and swift' prisons have to be avoided as too soft a thing
and death to be hugged as a true friend enabling the fighters
to affect opponents' heart much quicker than mere jail-going
can.   Mention by me of 'conflagration' meant giving of lives
in thousands or more, if need be.   The author has called it ^
"grimly accurate forecast". This has a post-facto meaning un-
intended by the author in that a heavy toll of lives was taken
by way of reprisals by the authorities, and an orgy of unmen-
tionable excesses let loose upon the people by the soldiery and
the police; if the press reports and statements by responsible
public men are to be believed. "Mr. Gandhi was prepared to risk
the occurrence of riots."  It is true that I was prepared to take
such a risk. Any big movement whether violent or non-violent
involves certain risks. But non-violent running of risks means
a special method, a special handling.   I would have strained
every nerve to avoid riots.  Moreover, my first act would have
been to woo the Viceroy. Till then no question of running any
risk could arise. As it was, the Government would not let me
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